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Addressing the fifth plenary session of the International Assembly, an annual training event for 
incoming district leaders, RI General Secretary John Hewko spelled out five priorities for 
strengthening Rotary and help Rotary International’s professional staff, the Secretariat, be a more 
effective, efficient, and useful resource for clubs and districts.  These five priorities will strengthen 
Rotary and have a significant, positive impact down to the level of the club and individual Rotarian. 

��������	�
 �

�
���
�������� ���

������
� �

Eradicating polio  
The first priority is the eradication of polio, Rotary’s signature global 
initiative since 1985. Eradication of polio will save hundreds of thousands 
of children from suffering from the disease, and save the world between 
US$40 billion and $50 billion in health care costs over the next 20 years.  
 
Future Vision Plan  
Implementing RI’s Strategic Plan and The Rotary Foundation’s new grant 
making model will lead to projects and programs in the six areas of focus 
that are better designed and more sustainable and scalable, and that will lead 
to greater impact. 

Rotary Club Central  
The development of a new tool called Rotary Club Central, will help 
Rotary place a value on the thousands of service projects that clubs do 
each year. The online resource will help clubs maintain a record of past 
activities; set and track strategic goals and initiatives; and allow 
reporting of the global, collective impact of club, district, and zone 
activities.   

Approximately $100 million of funding passes through The Rotary 
Foundation per year excluding polio [funding], but we have no idea of 
the total value of all of the money raised, in-kind contributions made, 
and volunteer hours spent by clubs worldwide on service projects. 
Having a credible number would enhance our reputation, help with 
membership, and attract strategic partners.  

Membership  
Rotary must be made more appealing and relevant to younger members. 
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The RI Board has launched an initiative to develop three-year regional membership plans tailored to 
specific regional needs and challenges. This will include a focus on the website,  social media and   
e-clubs, as well as greater flexibility with attendance requirements.  
 
Humanitarian assistance  
With its incredible platform of 1.2 million engaged, active, and motivated members, drawn from the 
business and professional networks of tens of thousands of communities, Rotary must be positioned 
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more fully as a major player in global humanitarian assistance and development. Rotarians work 
together to make the world a better place for our families and friends, for our communities and 
countries, and for future generations to come. 
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Koos Kombuis 
Flag/Grace 
Fines 
4-Way Test 

Sandy Botha Mike Bower Gerry Calder Pierre Coetzee 

Meeting Report Robby Williams Sandy Botha Mike Bower Gerry Calder 
Contribution Mike Waks Robby Williams Sandy Botha Mike Bower 
Sergeant Joe Visser Mike Waks Robby Williams Sandy Botha 
Front Desk Lynn Cohen Joe Visser Mike Waks Robby Williams 
Thank Speaker Social Meeting Jan Viljoen Business Meeting Mike Waks 

 

 

CLUB CALENDAR ... ... 
And Other Dates To Keep In Mind 

 

����  

Date Event Place 

February World Understanding Month  
16 - 19 February RYLA 2012 by Rotary Club of Flamingo, Welkom Tikwe Lodge, Virginia 
18 February Fundraiser  “Ascot: A Night at the Races” Rotapark 
23 February Rotary's anniversary & Information Evening   Rotapark 
March Literacy Month  
1 March Maxi Dinner @ Joe & Liefie 15 Kritzinger Street 
8-14 March World Rotaract Week World wide 
17 or 24 March Rotary Club of Klerksdorp Unified Olympics  
23 - 25 March POETS Colesberg 
   
Deadlines   
March  
1 March Early-registration rate for 2012 RI Convention in Thailand        
2 March Group housing participants at 2012 RI Convention provide names to Experient 
10 March Clubs report officers through Member Access 

15 March Club presidents submit completed Changemaker Award certification forms 
(including forms for qualifying Rotaract / Interact clubs they sponsor) to their DG 

15 March District governors to submit Significant Achievement Award nominations 
31 March Matching Grant requests of  US$25,000 or less 
31 March District Simplified Grant requests 
31 March Submissions to The Rotarian’s annual photo contest 
April   
15 April Governors receive forms for the RI Recognition of Membership Development 
15 April Governors report clubs qualifying for the Presidential Citation in Member 
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President Margie called the meeting to order and asked 
Robbie Williams to unfurl the flag and say grace. 
Rotarians introduced the following guests: Jimmy le Roux 
and Deirdrè du Plessis, Piet & Gertie Kruger, Barrie and 
Lynn, Maxie Odendaal, Mike and Santie Demetriou a, 
Marissa and Colin Engelbrecht and the AG Collin Hyman. 

President Margie thanked Sarah Bower for doing the tables 
for the evening and an extreme vote of thanks to Mike and 
Santie for the catering.  It definitely was a first that the 
parents of the member to be inducted did the catering. 

President Margie introduced and inducted our latest member, Andreas�
Demetriou. Past President Johan Gerber had the honour of presenting 
former Rotarian Piet Kruger with a sapphire pin for his outstanding 
service to our Club and to Rotapark. 

A wonderful traditional Greek Dinner was served and enjoyed by all.  

Dave Van Rooyen introduced our guest speaker, Marissa Engelbrecht, 
who is involved with conservation and gave us a talk on the problems 
facing wild life in the world today and spoke only on the cat-family, the 
cheetah, the leopard and the tigers.   At the end of her very informative 
presentation she introduced us to two black-panther cubs which caused 
lots of excitement with the members who were able to hold the cubs. 
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Our Sergeant for the evening was Lynn Cohen and, as it was a Greek evening, 
her well presented preparation dealt with Greek Mythology, in particular the 
twelve Greek Gods on Mount Olympus which she then compared to twelve 
members in our Rotary Club. 

We were then entertained by five gorgeous, young Greek dancers, who after 
demonstrating the Greek dancing,  tried to teach some of the Rotarians to 
dance.   In true Greek tradition, and whilst the dancing was going on, plates 
were bought by Rotarians who proceeded to smash them in the middle of the 
dance-floor.  

Anton Swart thanked our speaker, Marissa. 

The Wine Draw was won by Danie de Villiers and the R1 000 Draw by Doug Des Fontaine.  The 
Four-way Test was done by Robbie Williams and President Margie closed the Meeting after which 
desserts were served and fellowship enjoyed by all. 
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